
 Northumbria Branch Newsletter :  July.  2015     

 

 

 

Celebrate!!!  We are the Greatest!!!!  TWICE!!!!! 
 

(And here is Ginetta Tym’s Celebratory birthday cake, just to  get you in the mood!!) 

 

 
 

We are top branch!!! 
 
Northumbria has been decreed top branch of the NOC, 2015!  (Admittedly this is in part based on false pretences – they liked our 

plan for some of us going back for another Marty Curren first aid course, like before the rally.  Only Marty has retired and lost his 

venue. Says he still owes Durham advanced motorcyclists a course, and will contact us when he’s got something sorted out, but, 

so far no more news, and I hate to keep pestering  him - - -) 

 

And!!! we are top club stand at the classic vehicles show in Corbridge. And 

so the next pic. is Bob, with the award! 

 

 



And here’s the mighty array of motorcycles! 
 

 
 

- at an event very successfully hosted by Bob Tym. 

 

Well, after all this self-congratulation, best to get on with this mid-season 

newsletter.   Events still to come are: 
 

July 17-19  Some members attend the Tay Valley Branch camp at Applecross.  Book at  camp site ahead of time if intending to go. 

It gets full. Google Applecross camping. (Can book on line). 

 

2
nd

 August: Tyne Valley Classic Bike club have their show at Stamfordham. The Druridge bay show is the same day, and the 

Saturday.  We do not put up a stand at either of these but the Druridge bay show is one at which members regularly attend, with a 

special classic bikes area. 

 
And, our very own event, but with Scottish branches. Borders weekend, 11th - 13th September at Kirk Yetholm, near 

Kelso.  Camping -  If you prefer something more luxurious, there is accommodation in the two pubs near by. Their details and 

more about the area can be found at www.yetholmonline.org.uk.. Tay valley has already pre-booked a number of pitches. You can 

grab one of these by e-mailing David Templeton at smokeyjoe750@gmail.com 

NB Another “Open days” the same weekend at Aln Valley railway and we are invited.  Sat. and Sun? (Could include in Sat run, 

or visit on the way home, Sun?) 

 

Kamtrek  27 Sept   Leader  is Michael Sutherland of the amazingly advanced motorcyclists. More info later - - - -   NB The more 

come , the less chance there is of winning! 

 

And there are various ad-hoc events that have been discussed, plus a couple more evening runs to attempt. 

 

 

Apart from the Corbridge show we have also had: 
 

Wooler: 
For the first time in years, it did not rain at Wooler. No, it was quite dry. The trouble was the force 9 severe gale.  Which means 

that the gazebo has been back under repair again.  But, a good turn-out, with about 50% branch members, and 50% guests, 

including our most loyal non-members from neighbouring branches to the North and to the South of us.  Davie Palmer did not 

turn up this year, but his face has appeared in a picture in the latest Roadholder, so presumably he is OK.   A windy BBQ was 

held, the gazebo being briefly re-erected to provide some shelter.   Dave Wardle’s stalwart friends from Sheffield were missing 

for the first time in years – he said the pull of places like Benidorm was proving too great. 

 

The “Ride out” restricted itself to a visit to Bamburgh Castle, from which we had a fine view of a sea driven to foam, while nearly 

getting blown off our feet. 

 
The Clive Taylor memorial run was well supported – heading into the North Pennines and taking in the highest roads in 

England.  The weather kept dry (just) and the cloud kept off the tops (just).  A coffee, cake, and pee-stop took place by the 

museum and railway station at Alston. Here are desperate Norton Owners, unable to reach the opposite platform, where the loos 

are situated –  

 



 
 

 

We did, however, manage to lose Ian Cartwright, who had to go back home.  We need to find a better way of ensuring nobody 

gets lost or left behind,  not knowing where to go.  Sorry, Ian -  

 

Evening Rides: 
 

We had two – April and May, the first cold and windy but scenic (Richard, who looked like he was suffering from genital itch 

was actually warming his hands on the engine), and the second on a beautiful evening. Aplogies for not organising a third.  Your 

sec. had to return early to his boat in Scotland. It suddenly needed a critical repair as it was not safe to take to sea, and family 

were coming.  Will attempt something before July is out.  

 There is something particularly enjoyable about the countryside on a summer evening – the engine seems to run more smoothly, 

the corners glide by, the fields and trees glow,  the arrival at a warm pub, particularly cosy. 

 

A thought:  If an evening run were organised South of the river, starting, maybe at the Angel of the North, would this interest 

members who find a start North of the City a bit far on a weekday evening?  Please let me know what you think – we may not 

cater as well as we might for members South of the Tyne.  

 

Rallies, National and International: 
 
We have been represented at both – with, at the National, Bob, Garry, Amy, John Turnbull,  Ian and Joyce Crooks, and self.   The 

Crooks were, however, much afflicted with gremlins: the “Unstoppable Norton” exploded just before the event. The plan to take 

the “Ural” and side-car on a trailer failed when a trailer wheel fell apart. And, finally, Ian and Joyce’s van, which they were 

reduced to using,  decided while in Caernarfon, to give up on the idea of changing gears.  (Ian and Joyce, did you make it home?) 

 

But the camp site was excellent, and the scenery superb.  And, for your sec and his missus, a return to the little land of Wales, 

where we used to spend a lot of time, was a delight. 

 

Bob also did the International (I forget if Garry and Amy were also there. Can’t remember anything these days). The rides around 

the Wicklow mountains were much enjoyed, though bad weather blighted the travel.  Hon Sec could not go as son was getting 

married at the time.  

 

 

About those “John Powell” articles in the June NOC “Roadholder” 

magazine. 
 
The accusation has been made that this was simply a 100% John Powell show. What actually happened is that the editor had said 

that sometimes he was short of material. So I copied him with various pieces from old branch newsletters, etc, thinking he may 

occasionally use one as “filling”. He included virtually the whole lot in one go! 

 

But there is a sequel.  My “My first Norton” article included a picture of my first Norton, taken in 1966 or so.  It showed the 

number plate. Soon after that I got an e-mail from a man in Bristol, who said he had the bike!!!  My first Norton lives!!!  Here it 

is!!!!  

 



 
 
 

I had bought it off a friend for £50 in 1965, and when I went to the USA in 1967, I sold it to Ken’s Motorcycles on Westgate road 

for £70!  Somehow it got to Bristol!  I have to go to Bristol to kiss it on the nose!!!  Once does wonder at the changes made since 

then, though.  Are they all in the interests of “originality”??.  Like – fairing removed. Luggage carrier removed. Turn signals 

removed. Rattly pannier boxes also gone. But, if you want to be original, well, the silencers are wrong (originally cigar-shaped 

straight-throughs by Burgess, probably filled with asbestos). The seat cover is the wrong colour.  The original rear shocks were 

Armstrong.  Ah, well - - - 

 

Badges and regalia. 
 
It was felt at the AGM that we could use up some of our cash balance to members’ advantage.  The trouble with things like a free 

Xmas meal is that some members cannot come, so it is a bit unfair giving “freebies” only to people who can.  Free garments were  

discussed, but the previous attempt had been a bit of a nightmare, with all the different sizes etc.  So we decided on “sew-on” 

badges.  (We also decided on some more first aid training, which seems on hold – see above). 

 

“Barry the Badge” who made up our first lot of embroidered garments has sold out. I contacted his successor and we came up 

with a plan and  price, and I ordered a prototype, to a modified design which fits  the request from the main club, to conform with 

Trade Mark Design rights. Then the badge man went quiet – no response to e-mails, phone messages, phone calls etc.  I finally 

went to his shop in Whitley Bay and extracted a promise of action. That was 2 months back.   

 

Another supplier has been found and hopefully we should have a prototype soon.  “Sew-on” badges seem a flexible arrangement, 

and make a nice gift to new members on joining.  This outfit can also take orders directly on the web, for garments with the badge 

added. However I was warned that a  one-off could cost quite a bit extra, and if members want to do this,  its best to team up with 

a few mates. Anyhow, let’s see how the prototype looks and we’ll take it from there. 

 

New members: 
 
Signed up at a recent club night is George Young. The usual hideous initiation rites behind the pub are due. 

 

Apology for absence: 
 

I keep missing club nights.  It is just “clashes”, which cannot be avoided.  I might make late July.   

 

All the best – happy riding, and do not overdo the polishing.     - - - - - - -John 
 

Officers  
Chairman: Bob Tym.  01670 517949. robert.tym@googlemail,com 

Money scrounger:       Alan Millar. Tel 01670 853223  mob 07734402110 better text  than e-mail,  though e-mail is  

                     a_m_millar@hotmail.com 

Scribe and  sec. :        John Powell.  Tel 0191 281 8116.  jnoandlizpowell@yahoo.co.uk .  Mobile:07802 257800 


