
 

 

 

Northumbria Branch Newsletter :    March   2017 

 
And lo! it came to pass that there was a mighty gathering of Norton charioteers at 

an inn, and verily they did meet, and reasoned with one another, and it was 

decreed: 

 

That any charioteer of Nortons who hath not yet paid in full the sum of five 

British sheckels of paper should forthwith despatch the said sum written on the 

side of a camel  to the Keeper of the Tithes of the Norton Covenant, that is to say 

one Alan  Millar, who abideth at 5 Barrassford Close in the city of Ashington in 

the land of Northumberland, the sign of his abode being NE63 8XT. And should 

any Charioteer of Nortons not have paid  this tithe by the day of reckoning, it 

hath been decreed that he shall be cast out, into utter darkness, and there will be 

much wailing, and gnashing of teeth! 
 
(apart from which - - - -  the following is vitally important / interesting / too much 
information / dull / staggeringly boring / offensive and should be stopped – read carefully 

to decide and then tick as appropriate) 

 
  
 

WE HAD AN  A.G.M. ON MONDAY 27th  FEB 2017 

Seventeen  turned up and they all ate enormous sandwiches. (Except for 

Richard who claims to have got the date wrong, and is now starving) 

 

Bob said Hello!  (quickly), but also stressed support for what is also a great day out – the Kamtrek. It is a 

huge thing to organise. Great if lots turn up, and they have in the past. (Last year was a bit “thin” – and 

Bob had put in the work - J) 

 

John (Sec) said Hello (at great length) and explained how we made too much money to make a claim from 

the main club due to excessively  generous payments into the honesty box at Wooler (answer: buy a bigger 

box!). Oh, and our membership must be at record numbers.  

 



Alan explained that the finances were in order (he would say that – he's in charge). And also said £5 per 

year was quite enough from members (apart for generous donations to the above honesty box). 

 Then it was agreed that we should have a “Webmaster”  because not only do we have a Web Site, but also 

now a Face Book, and no doubt will soon be “tweeting” (along with Mr. Trump), “Burping” and “Breaking 

Wind” and it is all too much for a branch secretary to keep up with. This was quickly accepted before John 

Pye could run away. 

 

We then quickly elected John Pye as webmaster.   

 

And, since nobody else  was prepared to stand, Bob Tym as chairman (again),  Alan Millar as treasurer 

(again) and John Powell as Secretary until he can grab Simon Murray on his return from Greece and dump 

all the work on him.   (Simon was elected by popular acclaim from that point onwards, and for all 

posterity).  

  
John Pye then bored everyone with an explanation of Facebook, as well as of the branch web site, but 

expressed some unhappiness that not many members Facebooked/booked faces/ sited webs/tweeted, etc.. 

John Powell (re-elected,  by popular indifference, to his ancient duties as bullshit/newsletter scribe) was to 

explain again in the next missive how these techno-things worked, which he will try to do further down this 

newsletter, thus causing total confusion. 

 

Everyone was well pleased with the venue at the Melton Constable. 
 

 

 

Then we tried to decide what we might actually be doing in 2017 and ended 

up with something like this: 

 

(Events in bold type will be sent to “Roadholder” 

 

(There’s usually a Show at Bellingham in April – no info available on line yet. Just in case anyone wants a 

ride out) 

  

John Powell  will to lead  a Clive Taylor Memorial Run will have to be 6th May (Saturday). This should be 

his last event as branch sec. as Simon (new sec) will only just be in harness some time in May. Members 

seemed happy to ride on a Saturday (6th) rather than a Sunday. (John then available to play church organ to 

the faithful on the Sunday.)  John plans to indulge his love of muddy lanes to the full. 

  

(There’s a “Classic vehicles” at Kielder, 14th May.  No real interest from our members last year but it is 

mentioned in the programme lest anyone wants a ride out.)   

  

Main club rally, Suffolk. 9-11 June. John hopes to go. Probably not Bob. There’s a pretty route! Guide you 

down?? 

  

Clennell Hall (Not Wooler this time!). Date is 17-18 June so branch ossifers would be available.  By a 

show of hands, members would like this  change of scene.  (Also Davie Clark LOVES AND ADORES 

Clennell).  Camping, BBQ, Meals available at the hall.  Rooms available as well at £85 per room (but 

can be a double for that)  with breakfast included.  If you want a room, phone and book Clennell 

01669650377, and say “Norton Owners” and give the date. Or just come for the day and early BBQ! 

2 things to be aware of:   

- Loos are in the building and it is locked after the bar closes until breakfast.  Not as bad as it 

sounds as the bar closes when the last man leaves, which is likely to be very late, and gents can 

use trees. 

- Clennell can be bad for midges but hopefully OK in early season.  Bring repellent? 



 

  

Aln Valley railway open days and vehicles show.  A growing event. Web shows the same Clennell 

weekend.   Alnwick can be visited on the Sunday on the way home. The Aln Valley Railway events were 

much appreciated by members last year.  NB there is now a request to pre-register.  Pre-reg. forms will 

be sent out by e-mail and also attached to this newsletter at the end.  Event much praised at the AGM.   

Corbridge show is 2nd July.  With Norton stand. WE MUST REALLY TRY TO GET MEMBERS 

TO PRE-REGISTER.   (How??) Without enough pre-registrations, the organisers may give us too 

little space!!  Deadline for pre-reg is Sun 4
th

 June. Info on how to pre-reg at the end of this 

newsletter.  Exhibitors get in free, but a small donation to something would be nice – Northumbria 

Blood Bikes had a stand last year.  
  

Druridge Bay and Tyne Valley Classic bikes most probably both  6th Aug: Access to Druridge Bay now 

reported to require pre-registration. Info may be available on the web. More importantly, the Tyne Valley 

event is keen to have other classic bike clubs come, and  the Triumph lot are putting on a display. We 

have  put up a stand at this gathering in the past but were then the only “make of bike” club to do so, with 

low attendance by members.  If a lot of us attend, that would be great.  The idea of an actual stand with 

gazebo etc would depend on having enough members wanting to attend, and someone wanting to organise 

it. A “Stand” is a subject for later. 

  

(Tay Valley have Applecross – 18-20 Aug.  Members have been in the past. Only 400 miles - - --) 

  

International rally in Belgium. 25-27 Aug. Same lot who do the (much praised) Begonia Rally and  only 

about an hour’s ride from the Zeebrugge ferry – trouble is you have to pay for the ferry!. Bob probably 

going. 

  

Gathering at Swarland; probably August bank holiday weekend.  Sec and webmaster to follow up with 

more info when available.  Enjoyed by members last year. 

  

Borders Weekend:  Tay valley club have chosen w-e 9-10 Sept.  At Kirk Yetholm, near Kelso. With 

Scottish branches. Camping - If you prefer something more luxurious, there is accommodation in the 

two pubs near by. Their details and more about the area can be found at www.yetholmonline.org.uk. 

Tay valley has already pre-booked a number of pitches. You can grab one of these by e-mailing 

David Templeton at smokeyjoe750@gmail.com. Booking ahead is recommended. The site is small. 

Main Club rally Weston-super-Mare 15-17 Sept. (Not in latest “Roadholder” but seen elsewhere) 

  

Kamtrek:   organiser (Simon Hadden) would like 1st Oct  

  

Xmas “do” 14th Dec  
  

  
Some additional events/items 

 

Blood Bikes:  Davie Clark, as well as promoting Clennell, is also promoting a sponsored ride for the 

Nothumbria blood bikes. The way it works seems to be that you get lots of people to  guarantee to give you 

money, as long as you ride your bike, and then you pass on the money to Northumbria Blood Bikes.  But  

there is a catch – a 300 mile catch. You have to pass through certain waypoints in a day – in Berwick, 

Gilsland and on Teesside. You can start anywhere.  The date is 28
th

 April. Sponsor form at the end of this 

document.  You may need a bit more info from Davie.  

Alternatively, just give money to Davie so he can ride his bike. - ! 

 



Carlisle air museum: A few members could not make the last trip and may want to go. Alan is also 

talking about an invite to his place in Sanquhar, should some want o travel further.  Kevin (Longtown 

member) who hosted the last Carlisle visit is tied up most weekends so it may be hard to coordinate with 

him, but we could try.  More info by e-mail and text message later. 

  

Possible trip by minibus to the national motorcycle museum in, maybe,  April. Jeff Driffield  happy to 

organise and will  come back to the branch sec with more info re. dates etc. As he  has just gone off to 

work on the other side of the world, more will only be known after this newsletter is sent. Again, more info 

later by text and/or e-mail. 

 

Mini-events - Branch evening Ride-outs:  Members like the idea of more. 

.  

 Regalia: After much hassle  in setting it up, we still have Northumbia Norton regalia available.  The hat 

and polo shirt are great and very practical garments.  The sweat shirt (“Fruit of the loom”) could be warmer 

but until there is  serious demand for it from members, I’m not looking for an alternative.  Info. on how to 

order is on the branch web site, described further on. Make sure you select the delivery method – the 

“default” is expensive. 

 

Rallies:   Warning that we could find ourselves lent on to run a rally pretty soon. Only about 5-6 branches 

are really resourced to organise UK rallies.  However the main club has said it will now take over most of 

the organisation.  This is  matter for the new secretary and for the members at that time. Bob is attending 

this year’s branch secretaries’ meeting and the main club AGM and may be able to find out  what input is 

still required from the branches.   Members took this quite calmly! 

 

Getting main club members to join branches. And vice versa. 
Question of a welcome pack for people joining Northumbria. We should be promoting main club 

membership, and the welcome pack could include some kind of “main club” promotion.    Some ideas were 

floated – what would be cheaper than badges?  - transfers? – sticky lablels? – any other ideas for hand-

outs?  What literature can the main club offer as promotion?  Bob will try to find out more. Job passed on 

to 2017 committee to put meat on it. 

 

First aid training:  The “Biker Down” programme seems to have been in a state of some confusion. A 

message suddenly arrived saying it was re-starting in Washington on Sat 11
th

 March.   I.E. immediately. 

Can we get some people to attend?  Members have been notified by e-mail and text.  For those not 

available on that date, it would be useful to know who would like to attend a course at another date. 

 

Areas not covered by Northumbria, or by other branches:   
We are not really covering our own territory, at least as far as South Durham and Teeside are concerned. 

There are also other big territories in  Cumbria (North of the Lakes),  even Dumfries and Galloway.  

Brainstorm??   Again a matter Bob might be able to expand on at the forthcoming main club meetings – 

how many potential branch members are we missing and where are they? 

 

Richard’s racing schedule – Sean Mulloy asked about it.  he’d like to attend. Maybe more would come 

too? 

Richard does not know his programme for 2017 yet, except he knows he will be at Croft 1
st
 and 2

nd
 of 

April.  Branch Sec and Treasurer away on those dates but would anyone like to organise a group ride??  

Link for info is http://www.croftcircuit.co.uk/racing/north-east-motorcycle. Just to whet your appetite here 

are some pictures of Richard taken at the Schotten circuit in Germany. A ride out there too? Not far 

actually, if it were not for the cost of the ferry - - -- 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Here’s Richard, rushing back to his tent - - - - - 
 

 

 -      because Jen’s about to disappear inside with some bloke and Richard’s bottle of bubbly! 



 

 

 

A final Word 
Normally after  a winter I do a bit about winter projects, rebuilds etc.  However there’s really quite enough stuff  

here. A sign of an ageing membership is an increasing outbreak of electric starters.  Bob has one now,  I believe 

Simon (new Sec) has now a Commando with starter, and Don Richards, whose ancient legs will not kick over his 

Model 77 Dommi (which he made with extra high compression to make it hard to kick over!), is building another 

machine with self starter.    Have a great season, anyhow, even if most of you do have to jump on a lever thingy to 

start your bike. 

 

  Officers - - - 

Chairman: Bob Tym.  01670 517949. robert.tym@googlemail,com 

Money scrounger:       Alan Millar. Tel 01670 853223  mob 07734402110 better text  than e-mail,  though e-mail is  

                     a_m_millar@hotmail.com 

Scribe and  sec. :        John Powell.  Tel 0191 281 8116.  jnoandlizpowell@yahoo.co.uk .  Mobile:07802 257800 
 

 



Websites, Facebooks and things: 

 

Well, we started with a web site, and now we have Facebook AND  a web site.  Thought – do we need both? Well – 

maybe – 

 

The Web site is attached to the web site of the Big Norton Club in the Sky  (BNCITS –‘cos you just HAVE to have 

an acronym these days), so it is likely to be the place where BNCITS members discover us Northumbrian lot – and it 

has happened.  Stuff on the web site also  stays as a permanent record and does not disappear below the bottom of 

the screen like Facebook.  So on the web site are things like   

       -     where we meet 

- pics of members’ bikes 

- newsletters going back to 2008!  (Now THERE’s some really BORING reading) 

- info on how to buy club regalia 

- info on some “ride out” routes 

- calendar of year’s events 

- and anything else we  want to add and keep.  Suppliers?  Workshops?  Info on how to fix things? In fact 

there’s lots more we could add – it’s like a library. We could really develop this. (Would it be read?) 

 

The Facebook page is like a message board for anyone to use 
– I did this and I’d like to show you! 

– Anyone want to come for a ride to XXXX? 

– Here’s some good pictures! 

– Here’s a great event I discovered! 

 - - - -   and people can then add comments, reply and discuss. 

   But it all disappears down the screen as time goes by. 

 

So how to work these things:  

First, the Web site ( I know how to work this)  - 
You can read the Web Site  but nobody can enter info on the it except the Webmaster, (apart from the “discussion” 

section, but I will not go into that because maybe we should concentrate on using Facebook for that kind of thing.) 

So: to get into the web site; get into “Windows Explorer”, “Google Chrome” or whatever “thingy” you use for the 

internet. 

Type in www.nortonownersclub.org in the space at the top. Push carriage return button (if you are American you hit 

it) 

The official web site of the BNOCITS will appear! 

There is a column on the left side where you will find the word ”Branches”. Click on this. 

Find us on the map and click on the red spot. – and, Lo!! We appear. 

Your can just go round clicking on headlines at the top or on any item in the text coloured blue.  That takes you to 

something else. To get back again to the beginning, just click on the top left hand corner where it says “Home”. 

There is one exception – if you open a newsletter, you’ll need to get rid of it by clicking on the little “x” on the tab at 

the top (like the tab on a file folder in a filing cabinet) to make it go away. 

 

Then The Facebook page (I seem to have worked this) 

 
In a previous newsletter I printed the instructions John Pye gave me.  Here's what he said: 

“Facebook site is now fully up and running with a few posts now on. 
 As confirmed earlier, when people get on Facebook, they simply need to search for Northumbria Norton Owners 

Club, and the site comes straight up......dead easy ! 

 

Well, I seem to remember having to set myself up on Facebook before I could go ahead and access the club’s 

Facebook site.  I cannot repeat this exercise now, so as to take you through the steps, because my computer has done 

it. But, as before, you will need to start up by getting  into “Windows Explorer”, “Google Chrome” or whatever 

“thingy” you use for the internet. Then  put www.facebook.com in the box at the top. Then push  “carriage return” 

button.  IF you get stuck trying to get yourself established/signed into Facebook, John Pye is your man!   

 

Assuming you do not get yourself stuck -  

 

There is a box at top LHS, called “Find Friends”. Write in the words Northumbria Norton Owners Club, and you 

have got us. 



 

To add something of your own,  see 2 lines below the picture at the top, “Write Post”. Type in what you want, and 

also you can add one or more pictures if they are in your computer files.  “Add photo/video”, “Upload photo/video”. 

A box appears top LHS where you can spool through you computer files until your photo is found.   Click on the 

photo.  It should get it onto the “Post” you are writing. CHECK WHAT YOU HAVE WRITTEN  BEFORE.  If you 

want to cancel the whole thing, just close out the lot (“x” at top right hand corner) BEFORE POSTING!.  

OTHERWISE CLICK ON “POST”!  

Again, if stuck, John Pye is your man. 

 

You will see how you can comment on items that other people have posted cost there is a little box below the item 

they have posted.   You will now equipped to attract  hordes of  frauds, paedophiles, Indians selling double glazing 

out of Bombay, Nigerians etc     -  J 

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Aln Valley RailwayLionheart Station 
Lionheart Enterprise Park 
Alnwick 
NE66 2EZ 

Vintage and Classic Vehicle Show 
17th - 18th June 2017 

Entry Form 
 

Name 

Block Capitals 
 

Address 

Block Capitals 
 

Telephone No.  

Email  

Exhibit 
details; 
Including 
registration no. 
make, model etc. 
Brief history if 
known 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    

Dates attending, please tick Sat 17th Sun 18th Both Days 

A strictly limited amount of overnight camping will be available from Friday 16thJune; 
 If interested, please contact the organiser for further details 

 

Please return form to: 
Tom Stafford, 17, Sea View, Longframlington, Morpeth. NE65 8DS 

Please enclose a stamped, addressed envelope if confirmation is required. 
 

Or Email to; classicvehicleshow@alnvalleyrailway.co.uk 



 



Pre-registration For the Corbridge show: 
 
The showground will open to entrants at 9am and to the public from 11am. It will close after 
the presentation of awards at 4pm. 
  
To register, incl a driver and one passenger, please do any of the following: - 
  
Go to the Billetto site using this 
linkhttps://billetto.co.uk/en/events/classicsshowcorbridge and simply follow the 
instructions (recommended method). 

or    

••••€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€copy and paste this https://billetto.co.uk/en/events/classicsshowcorbridge into your 
browser: 
or    

••••€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€you can also enter via our website at http://www.mgnorthumbria.org on the Classics 
in Corbridge 2017 link. 
  

We would appreciate that you keep your car on display for the paying public for the 
duration of the show until 4pm. 
 
The latest date for registration is Sun 4th June 

 

Northumbria Blood bikes sponsored ride: 
(Join in and get friends to sponsor you , or maybe just pay/sponsor 

Davie!!) 
 
----Original Message as sent to Davie ---- 
From: 360@northumbriabloodbikes.org.uk 
Date: 15/02/2017 21:46  
To: <undisclosed-recipients:> 
Subj: 360 Challenge Sponsor Form 
 
Hi, 
Thank you for signing up to complete the Challenge 360 Motorbike Ride in  
support of Northumbria Blood Bikes. 
 
During your registration, you requested a sponsor form to be emailed. 
Please find attached the sponsor form for the 360 Challenge event. 
 
Once the event is completed, will we continue to accept your sponsor  
forms for a further 3 months to count towards the ELITE badge award. 
Monies donated and deposited after the 3 months will not be included  
towards the ELITE badge award. 
 
When complete and ready to send in your donation, please email a copy of  
the sponsor form to this email address 360@northumbriabloodbikes.org.uk 
This will enable us to keep a track of the total amount raised during  
this years event and is much appreciated by the organisers. 
sponsor money can be deposited with the Northumbria Blood Bikes  
Treasurer or donated via the BTDonate page.  We'll be sending a reminder  
of the page address once the event is complete. 
 
The team appreciate all your efforts in making the event a success and  
only with the help of donations can we continue to saves lives of the  
people of the North East. 
 
Good luck in your challenge and lets see who gets the very special, one  
off ELITE Badge Award for 2017. 
 
Regards 
The 360 Challenge Team     



  

 
 


