
 

Northumbria Branch  

Jan ’20  Newsletter 
 

Annual General meetings and other things 
 

Yes, the dreaded AGM!! 

As before, if you are good and turn up, you qualify for a free sandwich! 

Its on the 20th Feb at 7.30 at the Melton Constable. 

 
And:   AN ADDED BONUS – After the AGM, Simon Parry has kindly agreed to give us a talk 
about his 2019 travel adventures in the USA, which over a 7 month period saw him travel 

26,500 miles on 4 different motorcycles. 
(Reminds me of earlier AGM’s, when  a Cabaret was always laid on) 

 

 

Simon’s agenda is on the last page. 

 
In fact your scribe will be missing the AGM. – due to a long standing commitment: to give his talk and 

slide show AGAINN,  about riding across Canada. This time the talk is to the village of Wall.  The event is 

old history – 14 years back, now.  They must be desperate for speakers. 

 

Probably most, or maybe all of you ,  will have received Simon’s AGM agenda by e-mail. This makes a 

newsletter that hands out the agenda somewhat redundant – if there is no news.   

 

Fortunately I have been saved by Derek Turnbull, who has provided a short article. He has also provided  a 

few pictures from our rally at Morpeth last year. So I am including some here. I may well attach more to 

the e-mail version of this newsletter, but printing too many for the “by mail” version uses up too much ink. 

 

So – here’s his article (thanks, Derek)  –  

 

 
One Method of Fitting an Oil Filter to a Classic Bike 

I prefer to restore bikes to be reliable and ridden in the modern world, so 100% originality is not important 

to me. I’ve just completed the restoration of a 1969 Triumph T100T Daytona, which, like most bikes of its 

age, did not have an oil filter fitted.  

This design practice dated back to when the engines were designed to run on non-detergent oils and the oil 

tank acted as the filter, allowing all the heavy sludge and particulate debris to settle to the bottom of the 



tank. Modern oils however are designed to prevent the formation of sediment, and fine particles will 

circulate round the engine suspended in the oil unless an oil filter is fitted.  

I fitted the RGM oil filter kit to my Commando many years ago and it’s served me well. The filter is easy 

to change and readily available so I decided to use the same item on the Triumph. (I know – it’s not a 

Norton, but the same principles apply!) 

 

 
RGM Oil Filter Dimensions 

My original plan was to fit the RGM filter between the frame downtube and the rear mudguard using an 

exhaust clamp, but there wasn’t room to do this on the little 

Triumph.  

I therefore decided to fit the filter between the frame bottom 

tubes.  

The only downside of the RGM filter is that the oil pipe 

fittings are oriented for the Commando installation, so if it is 

to be fitted in front of the frame downtube and the spigots are 

to face the oil tank, the mounting bracket has to be forward of 

the filter. My solution was to fabricate a small bracket and 

fasten it to the frame, under the gearbox, using U-bolts. The 

U-bolts allow the filter position to be moved in order to miss 

the centre stand and footrest fittings. 

The Triumph oil pipe fittings are 5/16” OD whereas the oil filter fittings are 3/8” OD so I simply warmed 

and stretched the 5/16” oil pipes over the filter fittings.  

One important point to remember - the filter has to be fitted in the oil return line. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

And here are some of his rally pictures: 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

- more: ------ 
 

 

 

Any other news? 

 

Your scribe has missed so many club nights that he’s got a bit out of touch with news.  But one thing that did happen 

was the CHRISTMAS BASH!  Which we (the last of the big eaters) deemed a great success.  In  fact your scribe had 

been a bit worried about the venue, being perhaps more of a mass feeding enterprise than “fine dining”, but food was 

great, and, at least at our table, we had a waitress who really took care of us.  While everyone did not get to sit at the 

same table, we were, at least, in the same room – Simon’s main wish. 



 

Kamtrek(Third attempt),  

 

After being postponed twice due to (twice) non-stop rain, it is now put off to Sunday the 26th of April. (heavy deluges 

expected).  This is not really a NOC event – it is for all comers.  Before the day, a list of O.S. grid references is given.. 

This is where clues are to be found. You do not have to do all the clues (the list tells you how many) and there is no 

set route.  So you plan your route ahead. On the day, you are actually given the list of clues.  Off you go – there is a 

lunch stop and a gathering place at the end. Here a quiz is added. The winner is announced. If it is  a “tie”, then quiz 

results are used to see who is ahead. There are two awards – for the treasure hunt and for the quiz.  

 

Kamtreks generally have a theme – Romans, Industrial archaeology, disused railway stations, etc. This time I was lent 

a copy of Pevsner for Northumberland (this is a list of all important historical buildings, edifices and monuments). I 

ended up with a list of 40 that could provide sites for good clues.  This had to be whittled down. But the search was 

fascinating, and I got totally carried away looking for intriguing sites, whether they would make good clues of not.  

This led to  riding  down a very remote minor road so disintegrated as to be near-impassable,  to visit  a ruined pele.   

The return trip involved opening many gates. While opening the last one, there was a “crash” behind me. The bike 

had fallen off its stand.  No chance of any help turning up, here. Somehow this geriatric with repaired  shoulder and 

sore back, managed to heave it upright gain. Virtually no damage, mercifully.  – or to me --- 

 

Anyhow, Kamtrek’s a great day out – with a sting in its tail. The winner gets to organise the next Kamtrek.  But, well, 

this is  the fourth your scribe has organised. Somebody’s got to organise events, or we won’t have any. And the 

research is fun. 

 

 

A few notes from the scriptorium (scribe’s shed) 

 

Towards the end of last season, the alternator seemed to have lost the ability to produce anything but the minimal 

charge.  After much fruitless  research and testing, I mentioned the trouble at the club night.  Dave Twinn said the 

solid state regulator/ rectified could be faulty. I exclaimed, “Really Can that happen?”.  Well he said it had happened 

to him, and it turned out it had happened to me. I carry a spare. 

 

On a different theme, as a result of increased wet sumping,  I took the oil pump to Richard, who gave it a clean bill of 

health.  But in removing the pump, I found the seal in the timing cover, that fits over the crankshaft end, had blown 

out – mercifully not right out as it had come up against one of the pinions.  A first. 

On re-assembling, I  rigged up my temporary oil pressure gauge and found 75 psi at tick over and a maximum of 100 

when revving. Phone call to Richard – even with cold oil the pressure relief valve should “blow” at the correct 

pressure, which is definitely below 100 psi. I have removed two shims from the pressure gauge. Still getting 60 tick-

over and 80 at max. I’ve probably been running at more for decades, and the seal may actually have “blown” due to a 

faultily fitted clip.  With hot oil I do not remember seeing such high figures anyhow. But – well – interesting. 

 

A late season ride to the Lakes (hill fog galore over Hartside)_ produced near blindness. When stopping for fuel I 

realised I had been wiping mist off my visor with gloves that had been treated with an oily waterproofing, and I had 

completely smeared the visor.  But, after  all the rain we had had, a glorious ride over Honister, a quick walk round 

Buttermere, Autumn sunshine, Lake like a mirror, back over Newlands, and home. I stopped only to buy a stock of 

Cumberland Sausage, delivered by despatch rider. 

 

Well, I have run out of words and bored you rigid if you got this far.   

 

By the way, Richard is contemplating the Portugal rally – anyone else?? 

 

Agenda follows: 

 

Officers - - - 

Chairman: Bob Tym.  01670 517949.robert.tym@googlemail.com  
Secretary:  Simon Murray.  01670  785792.  mob 07483 888801 . simon@barmoor.com. E-mail will be best.  

Money scrounger:       Alan Millar. Tel 01670 853223  mob 07734402110 better text  than e-mail,  though e-mail is  

                     a_m_millar@hotmail.com 

Scribe :        John Powell.  Tel 0191 281 8116. .  Mobile:07802 257800.   jnoandlizpowell@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

 



 

 
Norton Owners’ Club – Northumbria Branch  

2020 Annual General Meeting – Agenda  

 
Venue:  The Melton Constable        Date:  27th February, 2020 
 
1. Chairman’s Welcome 
 
2. Apologies for Absence  
 
3. Minutes of previous meeting & any matters arising from minutes 

 
4. Branch Officials Annual Reports 

a. Chairman 
b. Secretary 
c. Treasurer 

 
5. Election of 2019/20 Branch Officials/Committee Members 

a. Chairman 
b. Secretary 
c. Treasurer 
d. Newsletter Scribe 

 
6. Branch Subscriptions 

 
7. Venue for branch meetings 

a. Some members have expressed a desire to change to a more central 
location for branch members 

b. Options?   
 

8. Branch and associated events  
a. Kamtrek – 26th April 
b. Clive Taylor Run – 10th May.  
c. International Rally 2020 Portugal – 21st to 25th May 
d. Branch camping weekend – 5th to 7th June   
e. Jimmie Guthrie Memorial Run – 21st June.  For information.  
f. TVNOC Camping Weekend at Applecross - TBC 
g. Headless Drummer Rally - Herstmonceux Castle – 2nd to 6th July 2020 
h. The Glendale Show – 31st August.  For information.  
i. Yetholm camping weekend – TBC  
j. Northumbria NOC Christmas Dinner – 16th or 17th December (Wednesday or Thursday).  Location to be 

discussed. 
 

9. NOC National Rally, Morpeth 
a. Report 
b. Charities contribution (GNAA & Blood Bikes) 

 
10. Rideouts 

a. Evening 
b. Day runs 

 
11. Visit to Cumbria to encourage new members 

 
12. Meet up with Yorkshire and Edinburgh branches 

 
13. Guest speakers 

 
Any other business 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 


