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Pre- Christmas Newsletter.
Yes, - - -- ANOTHER CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER — BUT ---

This time a newsletter with somewhat reduced news.Like -

What did NOT happen:

e.g. Your scribe was responsible for Kemtrek. The first attempt turned out to be a day of pedl continuous
rain — so the date was put back — to — a day wheréorecast promised continuous rain from the titaenterk
started until it stopped.

Well, we have had a few noble souls do a previcamtek in rain, but this forecast was not goingaanuch for
turn-out, AND, Scribe was off to Spain next, aftdrich it was just too late in the year.

So, announcing a SPRING KAMTREK! Join the joyful celebration! Celebrate renewabpe, joy, bouncing
lambs, hosts of golden daffodils, “oh to be in Eng, now that Spring is here”- and — probably femain. (Date
of rain to be announced).

And, e.g. theshow at Stannington. No club stand for “logistical reasons”. | neveterpreted this one but assumed it
meant there was nobody to bring, erect and lolestand, and man it for the day. But membergddwtio come
anyhow. The Stannington event is really a gatlggount on by the Tyne Valley Classic Bike club, whether groups
are most welcome, but not the kind of affair weénagen previously at Corbridge or Bywell, - bigrfdly: the

village turn out with tea and buns! This year, witha gazebo where | could park the bike for shoes while |

went off to play the church organ to the faithfrdur scribe was, | am afraid, a “no-show”.

Camp with Scottish branches at Yetholm Well, almost a non-happening, at least for Namtbria. Scottish
branches turned up, but only one Northumbria mermlzard he’s Scottish!..... he seems to have enjibyed

But the big event this year was that we hosted thgational Rally. Which HAPPENED!

Simon, our peripatetic secretary (only needs ghilirefuelling and then he need not come downlathals given me
a report so | can just copy and paste, BUT | wdiielto add something.

| was sec for the previous rally, and it was so Imwork and stress for so many months that my wifeatened to
divorce me if | did another one. (Mind you she hk® threatened to divorce me if | start any margresses).
Nowadays, the big Norton Club in the Sky club doekp, and that should reduce the work, but, itreeeot by all
that much. Simply, it does not have the local kremlgke, contacts etc. Anyhow huge congratulatioisédeam who
put the thing together with a quiet efficiency thatearly lacked.

The weather was pretty crappy, but everyone whaecseaemed really happy to be there — a great atramsph



Unfortunately a visiting member who had had sonmel kif back operation/treatment previously and wao h
dropped his bike on a ride, seized solid at thblabuse — unable to move and in some pain. Simodaa got him
to A&E, where he stayed in hospital, subsequergindpdriven by Simon and Judy to Peterborough whereas
handed over to family. His bike was left with adbfriend. Such duties are not even in the snralk pf a branch
sec’s duties, but Simon and Judy’s GOOD DEED ghbelrecorded.

Bob meanwhile had to deal with a puncture in the. ra

For some reason | have no rally pics. Here's Sismogport.

Just a short note to thank everyone from the Brameblved with the Rampart Rally. Feedback fromniain club
and fellow club members has been very positive.

Highlights from the rally on Friday were John’s TigCanada talk and Bob’s daughter Sarah demonstyatie
Northumbrian pipes. On Saturday, the weather wag@at, however four runs were completed satisfilgt the
only hiccup was Bob suffering from a puncture,dmsialways, Bob was prepared and replaced the ituie at the
side of the road before continuing on. Saturdagrafhon there was a display of Nortons in Morpethricquare.
The mayor judged the ‘best’ bike and she chooseraoy member Bill's bike. It must also be mentibtigat the
best Commando was awarded to Neil's bike - andchidintaking any credit - but this was my old bikéhwome
repairs, improvement and a lot of elbow grease by td get into the condition it is now!

On Saturday evening, the mayor presented the avaardshe band performed a short set. I'm not $itiee cost of
a band for future rallies can be justified - it seed that the majority of the audience moved outside able to talk
about bikes and reacquaint with old friends. Sdimetto be highlighted to the main club.

Overall, the location worked well, catering wasisfctory; | haven't heard any negative complaial®ut the
quality nor the quantity of food provided.

We are still waiting for the final accounts fronetmain club, but we have already made two donatiomsir
selected charities - the GNAA and the Blood Bikes ifhayor’s charity) and once the accounts arelied, we
hope to be able to make additional donations td lobiarities.

A special thanks must go to Alison, the Mayor ofpdth, she attended both Friday and Saturday nightse rally
and also the display with enthusiasm and seemeehtty enjoyed talking to all us old bikers!

So onto the next national rally to be held by otarizh - note to the committee - let’s not do itddew years, like
2030!

Pictures?? Well we have to have SOME.

So here’s George’s ridiculously shiny next bike:
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And here’s a shop where we all m
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And a blather — or a celebration of motorcycling 4ust to share with you -

November 2019 — rain rain rain — and then suddamlyy Saturday! Temperature going to be no mone #lta and
probably salt on the roads but the spirit mustrbed! Spray the bike with WD 40 — AND GO!

Stannington — Matfen — Ryall — and beyond, vagasgi®f Northumberland — puddles and small floodsitumn
leaves (careful on those corners!), but the r@aesll mine and how the engine loves cold aigErtip dommi
control, poised as a ballerina, swing and swooprdithnough side roads and over the bridge to WakHlingham
with frozen fingers — soup, roll and coffee, andadk up to Hareshaw Linn. "Back up via Sweethopadh,
moorland, (they've resurfaced some of the roads more bounces!), and on to the A696. The nirzbie-
swinger develops flight. Only 500cc, but holding 8peed limit on a whiff of throttle — catch a aad (singing loud
praises of Mr Hopwood in my helmet!), overtakehadf throttle with needle climbing rapidly past &0d heading
towards 80 — ease back (I've just had to go orbtkdriving course), bank and glide round bendser slowing,
until — Ponteland — airport — up to 70 — and gtole halt at the Western bypass. Sheer joy! (backe, hose down
bike for salt and into the shed with a fan heater to dry the old girl, thus causing much glolvafrming)

Christmas “Bash”

Our Christmas dinner this year will be at the Ryddems in Stannington on Wednesday, the
18" December.

As decided at the AGM, the venue was changed scawalll sit together and the day of the week was
changed to allow those who cannot make it on aSday night, the opportunity to attend.

Please let Simon know if you want to come. (Conitafct at the end). The menu is below and you just p
on arrival, however to allow for seating arrangetagplease let me know by 1December.

We can start arriving by 7 and eat at around 730.



And — | forgot to mention (apologies to Tony and Dany and other railway maniacs) —

The Aln Valley railway has open days for old vebg(with even older riders??, - well, true incage — | need a
jacket with, on the back, “the bike that just owek you is 60 years old and the rider even older’Anyhow, the
open days have been well attended by club membleesprogress in building the line, the statiord esstoring old
locomotives and rolling stock is really impressive.

A few years back, they were running a “buy a se€epampaign. We own one (not sure which) .. Anyhthey
want to embark on the next section of track (alyemmbugh to run a train a short distance, but thele@s more to
do), so they are trying to sell more sleepers H\wabscribe for another. You can also buy sleef@ Christmas
presents!

So if you want to get away from all the politicsdasupport something DIFFERENT — here’s your bignciea-
Their “buy a sleeper” form follows - and after ttoem, read on -



AND, BECAUSE IT IS GOING TO BE XMAS -

- | always like to try to find some amusing tit-fot the Xmas newsletter. | found this one in theran
magazine “Der Spiegel”, and | thought that this wamething with which we all might connect —

Under the heading “Toxic Femininity” (and that isoeigh to get you into trouble already!), a colurhnisote the
following:

The car maker, Volvo, wants to build cameras itdaars, to read facial signs. Thus, before ittstahe car will be
able to recognise if the driver has been drinkiogis suffering from some physical condition. tdgion, the
throttle will be cut back on the cars, if they exd 180 km per hour. | read in an article thastill combat the
natural aggressiveness of male drivers.



Volvo belongs to the Chinese. Long ago Chinaestiitd control the behaviour of its citizens to mmisie socially
damaging behaviour. And, at least so far, thiiative is no surprise.

But what surprised me is that this proposal isaglbut gender. What's up with women? — are theyaggressive??

My car is a Peugeot 508 — spacious but not exceskam the only one around who does not drivegehaar. The
standard mother’s car hereabouts seems to be thd ®V&reg, followed by the Audi Q7 and the Volvo X@ne
mother drives a Maserati! For a long time | had nealised that such a thing as a Maserati SUV daxist.

There seems to be a law, whereby the size of theawds in inverse proportion to the size of cas dhives: the
smaller and blonder the driver, the bigger and mibneatening the vehicle. Indeed the developmithiese vehicles
can be traced back to the requirements of ladyeais. You can almost say that the SUV is the wigibte evidence
of the feminisation of road traffic.

Market research tells us that, when it comes toingathe purchase decision, it is the woman whod#esci When |
lived in the USA | met a designer who had develdpedirst Chevrolet SUV. The passenger space tvadve the
feeling of a uterus, where one might feel snugsswdire. The signal is: “here | am protected! Haoghing can
happen to me!” Unfortunately for pedestrians wawnot keep a sharp lookout, it is the opposi@d, of course,
the SUV's are terrible gas-guzzlers.

Perhaps we really should talk about toxic femiryhithis does not imply any hatred of women — d¢hieopposite.
If | were a woman, | would hate it if everyone thbul was harmless! How does it go? — “Good ggtsto Heaven,
but bad girls get to go EVERYWHERE!"

Happy XMAS and avoid huge SUV’s!
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Chairman: Bob Tym. 01670 517949. robert.tym@goungiecom

Secretary: Simon Murray. 01670 785792. mob G7B#B801 simon@barmoor.cont-mail will be best.

Money scrounger: Alan Millar. Tel 01670 8532gnob 07734402110 better text than e-mail, thoagnail is
a_m_millar@hotmail.com

Scribe : John Powell. Tel 0191 281 8118obile:07802 257800. jnoandlizpowell@yahoo.co.uk




