Northumbria Branch

Announcing a weird Annual General
Meeting in which YOU can participate!
Oyez!! Oyez!! Oyez!! Read this announcement from our branch sec!!

The Annual General Meeting strikes again!!!
(But this time it is going to be different) -----2021 Norton Owners’ Club: Northumbria Branch AGM – 8 pm on the 25th February
This year we cannot hold a normal (face to face) AGM. Due to Covid-19 restrictions we have to hold it remotely and
will be using Zoom. We are still hoping for a good turnout and encourage you to try Zoom, if you haven’t already!
Two Zoom meeting invitations will be sent out – one starting at 8 pm on the 25th February, there will then be a short
break followed by another call to complete the AGM. Hopefully two calls will be enough! Here are the links:
a.

8 pm one: (first 45 mins)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76389150911?pwd=cGRTMG8xL2Rqcnd0bVF1dC9PZ2lFdz09
Meeting ID: 763 8915 0911

b.

Passcode: DdK57j

8:45 pm one: (Exit previous Zoom and re-enter with the following)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/79054495807?pwd=VkdwS2tZRUM0TFRCUnF5L2ZzTGdndz09
Meeting ID: 790 5449 5807 Passcode: 2Dpgq3

And now for some Zoom-handy hints (courtesy of Bob)! See next page ----

Our Virtual AGM – how can I take part?
If you have been using Zoom, this note it not for you!
I’m writing for those who have never used Zoom and have no idea how to use it.
You can either use Zoom with a mobile phone or tablet or with a computer. Ideally you should use Wi-Fi (if you have
it) although you can use your mobile phone network (usually 4G).

Mobile Phone/Tablet
These need to be relatively modern- probably under 8 years old. Zoom say that an iPhone 4 running iOS8 or an
Android device running Android version 5 should be capable of handling a Zoom call. All you need to do is to look
in the App Store (on your iPhone) or the Play Store (on Android) and search for Zoom. The app you are looking for
is called “ZOOM Cloud Meetings” and is published by zoom.us. It’s a free app. Just click on it and download/install.
It should find your front camera, microphone and speakers automatically. You will be asked some simple questions
to create an account but you don’t need to give any bank details or pay any money. Using Zoom is pretty simple. For
the AGM you will receive an email advising you of the AGM, it will include a link which you can click onto when
the meeting is due to start. This will open the app provided the meeting has started. If after downloading the app you
want to try it out before the AGM, let me know and I’ll send you an invitation to a test meeting by email.

Computer
Again, you need a relatively modern computer (Windows 7,8 or 10) with an internet connection, speakers, a
microphone and a webcam (if you want to let us see your face). You can also use other computers such as Macbooks
or Linux.
If you don’t want to install any software (perhaps you are using someone else’s computer) the simplest solution is to
use the web client. For this all you need is a relatively up to date browser (such as Internet Explorer 11 or later). You
will receive the invitation by email. On the email click on the link. This will open another window in the browser.
Click on “Launch Meeting”. That may or may not work. If it doesn’t, there are two options further down the page
1. “don’t have Zoom Client installed? - Download Now”
2. “Having an issue with Zoom Client? - Join from Browser”
Just click on the Join from Browser button. You’ll be asked for your name. You can enter anything but this is the
name which will appear on the computer of the host of the meeting, so don’t make the name too cryptic or you won’t
be let in!
Once you’ve been let into the meeting, you will see options at the bottom of the screen to start video (ie your
webcam) and start audio. You should click on those and that’s all there is to it.
If you are happy to install the software on your computer you can do so before the meeting and won’t have to wait
for an invitation to a meeting.
Go to https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/categories/200101697
Then you can click on “getting started on Windows and Mac”
It’s all pretty straightforward. Like with the mobile phone apps above you’ll need to create an account. Once you’ve
got an account, you’ll be able to set up meetings and invite others to your meeting. You can have up to 50 people at a
meeting with a maximum length of 40 minutes. After that you have to pay!
I’m no expert but if you want some help, give me a call on 07803 193304 and I’ll try my best to help.
Bob

Agenda
1.

Chairman’s Welcome

2.

Apologies for Absence

3.

Minutes of previous meeting & any matters arising from minutes

4.

Branch Officials Annual Reports

5.
a.
b.
c.
d.
6.

Election of 2021/22 Branch Officials/Committee Members:
Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Newsletter Scribe
Branch Subscriptions

7.

Branch extension – it has been suggested that the Branch is extended to include
Galloway and the Scottish Borders. Members views to be sought.

8.
a.
b.
9.

Branch Meetings:
Suggest to continue with Zoom while there is a lockdown.
Once lockdown over consider zoom meetings every month – on alternate Thursday with the
physical meeting.

a.
b.

Proposed events – when permitted:
A Wooler camping weekend with barbeque – w/e 2nd July
Northumbria NOC Christmas Dinner – 16th December

a.
b.

Rideouts:
Evening
Day runs

10.

11.
a.
b.

Dumfries &

Newsletter:
A special thanks to the Scribe for producing the VirusCast.
The e-newsletter has proved popular and has worked well. However, postage costs are rising,
preference is for e-Newsletters

AOB

Comment from Scribe – Well, my understanding is that the blankness of the programme does not mean no activity
– just that it will be ad hoc when and if we know what is possible. At which point we will be packing in the
maximum, I suspect - - and –
Re. minutes of previous meeting: This will be emailed to every member for whom we have an email address,
regardless of whether you take newsletters in paper form or not. There are 2 members for who we have no email and
I will add a printed copy with this newsletter for them.

And here is a thoughtful essay from Simon Parry, now promoted to Branch Philosopher – entitled:
“The Restorer’s Quest”
The anthropologist Joseph Campbell suggested that all good stories are a variation on one basic plot: The hero’s
quest. In his famous book ‘The Hero with a Thousand Faces’ Campbell sets out this thesis with reference to
hundreds of different stories from many different cultures. One story he did not include was that of the classic bike
restorer. For such an activity is closer to a heroic quest than it is to a simple hobby.
The heroic restorer embarks on a quest that is all consuming: Evenings are spent trawling forums and websites for
useful information; weekends are spent visiting auto jumbles, classic bike shows and part suppliers. There is a daily
trawl of eBay for those much-needed parts. The hero encounters dragons and monsters on his journey: ceased bolts,
broken components and parts that just will not fit together as they should. He must use his skill and ingenuity to
complete the various ‘tasks’ along the journey and thereby progress to the next stage of the quest: fabricating parts or

finding compatible parts off other models or marks. He must face moral dilemmas: restore to original, or ‘improve’
on original.
The restorer also encounters the stereotypical characters that Joseph Campbell suggested are found in every great
heroic quest:
The Mentor – that friend who has already made the journey and you can always turn to for helpful advice (‘what
level or runout is acceptable on the crank?’)
The Ally – that friend who is always there to help out when a job needs two pairs of hands or two brains.
The Trickster – there are usually several of these – all the ‘helpful’ people on forums who offer advice that
ultimately proves to be wrong.
The Guardian (or Gatekeeper) – that person who tries to discourage you from starting the quest: “It’s an absolute
wreck. You’ll never get that thing running. You’ll never be able to find the parts”)
– In Campbell’s description the Shadows is the villain of the story. They exist to create threat and conflict, and to
give the hero something to struggle against. Campbell suggests that the shadows do not have to be a person. In our
case, it is the bike itself – the cause of conflict, self doubt, pain and struggle.
Of course, in all good stories, the hero returns home with the treasure, wins the hand of the princess (wins the prize
for best bike at the bike show?) and lives happily ever after.
It’s the ‘happily ever after’ bit that is the problem. That beautifully restored bike is your pride and joy, sitting
majestically in your garage. But what of the compulsive need to trawl eBay every night for those elusive parts? What
about the feeling of emptiness and pointlessness as you walk around the autojumble with no list? What about the
hours you spend sorting and cleaning your spanners because there is nothing needs doing on the bike? That’s when
the nightly eBay searches start to change to ‘restoration project’ and ‘barn find’ again.
(Any candidates for Mentor, Ally, Trickster, Guardian, or The Shadows among our members? – and – there should
be no feeling of emptiness at all, because when you actually ride the bike a couple of thousand miles, that’s when
you really find the faults you need to fix. ed - )

Another from the archives – forwarded by Simon the Secretary ---- if it was true then,
it is true now ---- originally from Bob

News from our Branch-of-branch in Aberdeen, (hon members). Hon member Campbell has fallen off his rotary
while turning it around in an icy lay-by . Bike is little damaged but Campbell has some bruised ribs. Which has not
stopped him struggling with fitting a fairing to the featherbed 500 he is working on – leading to much
correspondence with your scribe who is a fairing fitter:
“I’m an effing fairing fitter,
A fairing fitter, me.
Fitting fairings keeps me fitter
And frisky, fair and free!”

MORE------ >>

Officers - - Chairman: Bob Tym. 01670 517949. robert.tym@googlemail,comhe
Secretary: Simon Murray. 01670 785792. mob 07483 888801 . simon@barmoor.com. E-mail will be best.
Money scrounger:
Alan Millar. Tel 01670 853223 mob 07734402110 better text than e-mail, though e-mail is
a_m_millar@hotmail.com
Scribe :
John Powell. Tel 0191 281 8116. . Mobile:07802 257800. jnoandlizpowell@yahoo.co.uk

And here is a list of suppliers’ web sites:

Followed by a list of local suppliers – sideways on, next page.

